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OL. 3
P R A EST A N T IA  NON SIN E LAHORE. 
W ASHINGTON, D. C., F E B R U A R Y  23, 1906. No. 14
Danger of Honorary Degrees
While American life is replete 
with many indisputable evidences 
that go far to establish a claim to 
highest rank among the most en­
lightened nations ot the world, 
there are many evil tendencies 
which must be eradicated from our 
free institutions if we are to 
maintain this lofty position.
One is llie willingness on the 
part of institutions of higher learn­
ing to confer honorary degrees pro­
miscuously upon persons who have 
shown their qualification for such 
honors neither by previous training 
or merit. I firmly believe in re ­
warding meritorious persons by 
colleges to a limited extent, but 
they should exercise a reasonable 
amount of discretion in such ac­
tion.
Such hungering and thirsting 
after degrees has seized the people 
that uucruputous persons have 
gone into the ‘ ‘degree business”  
by opening up shops and sending 
out their anouncements to the 
would-be candidates, stating that 
for a certain consideration they 
will confer any desired degree, and 
make glad the heart of the candi­
date by return mail.
The Baptist State Convention of 
Virginia is empowered to confer 
degrees. A distinguished min­
ister on his return from this con 
vention was greeted by a friend 
who said: ‘ ‘Well, brother, I hear 
that you are a D. D. now;” ‘ ‘ I is ,”  
was the prompt reply of the Doctor.
Such fraudulent institutions are 
springing up in many states and 
their mills are turning out degree 
persons at wholesale rate. Such 
honors not only disgrace the per­
sons who receive them but they 
Stigmatize the state that allows
such evils to exist and throw a 
dark reflection upon its culture and 
training. The sooner public sen 
timent is aroused against such prac­
tice, the better for us, and the 
cause of education.
A Thrilling Experience
J One day as I was walking across 
the river in Anacostia, I thought 
that, as I had never been through 
the grounds of St. Elizabeth’s, I 
would stroll inside of the gates and 
see if strangers were permitted to 
enter. No one slopped me, so I 
went on, going up towards the 
buildings, and around down by the 
river, for the ground there slopes 
down to the water.
It was a beautiful clay in October, 
the leaves were brilliant, the sun 
was shining brightly, making many 
strange lights on and across the 
river, and wherever there were 
clouds in the sky their shadows ap­
peared the darker by contrast.
Suddenly I saw behind me a man 
evidently aimlessly walking among 
the trees and shrubbery, and at the 
same moment, he saw me, and 
started towards me. “ Of course 
he is a patient” , said 1 to myself, 
and thoughts of the mad doings of 
the insane, made suddenly strong 
by their disease, flashed across my 
mind,forcing the blood through my 
veins like a shot.
“ Now if I pretend not to see him 
— not walk along rapidly, I can get 
away from him,”  thought I;. so I 
started on, pretending to look at 
the water, at the trees, anything in 
order to make him think that 1 was 
merely out for a walk. But out of 
the corner of my eyes I saw him 
gaining, so I hastened my pace, fi­
nally breaking into a run. At that 
he started to run also, and I saw to 
my horror that he was gaining upon
me. I11 order to gain the shelter 
ot the building the quicker, I had 
left the road, and by this time was 
running across the wooded lawn; 
when suddenly I saw a log in front 
of me, felled by the storm of the 
previous night. There was no way 
of escape, but to try to jump over 
the log—for if I turned either to the 
right or left the man would catch 
me, as I heard his footsteps close 
behind me. I tried to jump over 
the log but as I jumped my foot 
caught 011 a piojecting branch, and 
I stumbled, thoughts of all sorts 
and conditions fleeting through my 
brains. Just then I felt the man’s 
hot breath—heard him raise his 
hand—down it came upon my 
shoulder, and—at the same instant 
! a voice in my ear cried “ T A G !”
The Spectre of 
Style Literary
There is such a thing as the liter­
ary “ art of putting things.”  But 
it is possible to think so much 
about the art, merely as an art, as 
to forget whether the things to be 
put are really worth putting. A 
fresh, bright, and useful writer re 
eently said that she was such a 
busy woman that she had no time 
to cultivate literary style, although 
she knew it when she saw it 
Of course, there is such a thing as 
“ literary style,’ ’ but there is a good 
deal of a will-o’-the-wisp about it 
to many persons. Instead of look 
ing for it and running after it, and 
never catching it, they would bet­
ter wait until tliey.liad something 
really worth saying. And when, 
if without any thought of the se­
ductive and obstructive phrase, 
“ literary style,”  they would sim­
ply study how to deliver their mes- 
(Cuiitiuucd on third page.)
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The Blue Ribbon Magazine, pub­
lished by the Sigma Kappa Tail of 
Howard University, is a long leap 
in the line of journalism in How­
ard. It is instinct with learning, 
wit and humor. The young men 
who stand at its head deserve great 
congratulation; aye, they deserve 
more than congratulation. They 
deserve each student’s, each lover 
of the race's support. We see in 
it the spirit of struggling ambition 
seeking to rise. Will we not turn 
to its assistance? Will we not show 
our appreciation and give our en­
couragement to journalistic effort 
on the part of our young men by 
supporting it with our subscriptions 
and contributions? Should we hes­
itate to do this when we realize 
that journalism js to be an import­
ant factor in the solution of the 
so called race problem? Full and 
complete emancipation will come 1 
only through the elevation of the 
thought life. Raise the standard j
of any man’s thinking and you have 
about solved the future of that 
man’s life. What is more con­
ducive to the development and el­
evation of the thought life than 
journalism?
«i <s <5 a
The Washington Post had an ed­
itorial to the effect that the South­
erners do nut consider Thomas 
Dixon, Jr., as one of tlieif repre­
sentatives, and that they bitterly 
condemn his works and lectures.
»  »  »  »
The College class in Physics, 
which lias just completed its course 
in electricity, was given an inter­
esting den.onslratiou of the X-ray 
by Dr. Scurlock, of the Medical 
Department. The demonstration 
was preceded by an instructive lec­
ture, dealing with the work of 
Gassiot, Hittorf, Hertz, Leonard 
and Crookes, which led up to the 
discovery of the X  ray by Roent­
gen, and also the later discoveries 
by Becquerel and the Curries. Dr. 
Scurlock discussed briefly the phys­
ical and chemical relations in­
volved, ’and, after exhibiting and 
explaining the apparatus, showed 
some of the phenomena of this 
wonderful form of ether radiations. 
All the students who came in con­
tact with Dr. Scurlock last year as 
well as those of this year were 
greatly impressed by his instruct­
ive lectures.
, a  a  «  a
What student is there 011 the Hill 
who did not think that Friday 
would be a holiday?
a c <3 <1
The Alumni are urgently asked 
to communicate with The- Journal. 
Often requests come concerning the 
whereabouts of different members 
of that body. We believe that the 
Journal is the instrumentality 
through which the Alumni of How­
ard are lo be linked and bound to­
gether as a body and kept in touch 
with their beloved' Alma Mater.
Several requests have gone out 
through the cditoral columns of 
I this our common instrument but no 
I response has come from many in 
) whom we are especially interested.
21 Dratlj Son-u
I-ay me down b en eaf  de xvillers in do 
g l  i lS S ,
W h a h  de brancliTl go a  siiigsn’ as  it 
pass.
A n ’ w'en l ’s a la v in ’ low
1 kin liyeah it as it go
S in g in ’ “ Sleep my honey l e t  yo '  re s ’ at 
la s ’ . ”
L a y  me nigh lo w har hit nicks a little 
pool,
A n ’ de watali stall ’s so qi.iet lak a n ’ 
cool,
W liar de little birds ill spring
Use to come an '  drink an ' sing.
A n ’ tie chillen waded on dey w ay  10 
sch o o l.
Let tnc settle w 'en my shouldahs i lrap  
de load
■ Nigh ’nouf to liveali de noises; in de 
road;
Bo’ I tinU. de las long res ’
, G w ine to soothe my spirril  l ies’ 
i I f r . s l a y i n ’ ‘mong de r in g s  I ’s alius 
knowed.
— Paul Law rence  Dunbar.
I hope I shall always possess 
j firmness and virtue enough to main­
tain what I consider the most envi­
able of all titles, the character of 
an honest man.— Washington, 
s  s  a  3
Associate with men of good 
quality ii you esteem your own rep­
utation, for it is better to lie alone 
than in bad company. — Washing­
ton.
c  s  e  e
It is a wise woman who can 
' smile at a compliment, appreciate 
it and forget it.
• »  »  © a
The discerning man is not he 
who sees the difficulty, but he who 
i sees through it.
c  c  tt e
I f  you see 11 fau ll iu  others, thi.i ;  >f 
two ol’ yuurown, and do not add a  third 
one by your hasty judgment.— Plummer. 
C Q Ci < i
Fame is very easily acquired. 
All yon have to do is to tie in the 
right place at ihe right time and do 
the right thing in the right way— 
and then advertise it properly.— 
Anoniymous.
»  »  »  »
“ I'd rather laugh with a man a 
hundred times than laugh at him 
once.’ ’— Roheri Burdette.
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C Ijc S p c c ir c  o f E iic ra i 'y  S ty le
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sage in the very best way, they 
would probably find that they had 
acquired a literary style without 
knowing it. This does not mean 
to say that every person who tries 
to say exactly what is in his mind 
—jor what he is pleased to call his 
i rind—can become a literary styl­
ist, but it does mean to say that 
literal^’ style is not worth cultivat­
ing unless the writer has something 
to say worthy of being clothed in 
literary style: Moreover, if he
has such a thing to say, the first 
tiling for him to do is to be sure 
that he knows exactly what it is to 
himself, and then say exactly, and j 
appropriately, that thing, or at J 
least say it so as to produce exact- j 
ly the right impression. — Ex- i 
change. -
Stines: o n  t!jc (C o n g re s s io n a l  i 
S l ib r a tu
Oh! mighty edifice o f  quarried stone, 
Commanding with the wealth o f  a g e s ’ 
lore,
What sacred treasures numberless a re  
thine!
T h ere  se e k s  h is  level on the sh eeted  
dom e,
The lavish glory o f a nation ever strong, 
T h e  golden sun in ccnli aluceui bloom.
Ill simple wonder from 11is fertile fields. 
A long suburban banks o f  flowing 
streams,
And driv ing city w ard  his laboring 
team,
T h e  fan ner this majestic structure sees 
Abundant with the toil o f  absent years. 
Those men who wrote, perchance un­
conscious of perpetual fame,
111  th is  new w o r ld  review  the hom e o f  
man,
Again , in peaceful bust, an honored 
throng:
ho! Dante from a quiet granite  nook,
IXis silent g lan ce  casts on the open 
world,
As i f  to breathe upon his slumbering 
time,
The life and spirit o f  these alien days, 
Amid impressive chimes o f  noon-day 
bells,
Which tiring melodiously on iron 
tongues,
An incantation as the thought rolls 
back.
J Iu g c  Neptune stern in mythologic calm
The towering symbol to the fountain 
place.
And everywhere disp layed by hand of 
art,
T h e  emblematic good o f  knowledge 
great,
Too, all  the lovely forms of fabled 
realms.
Within the readers ’ marble-circled 
room,
The vivid light from heaven softened is, 
And in the lucid mellowness is seen. 
Complacent in the tranquil bruize,
The majestic image o f  the wise S h a k e ­
speare,
With all his lofty compeers gathered 
round.
A splendid palace for the 
living dead!
Alt! but the period now distant will 
exist.
When the o w l ’s moss-tempered melan­
choly song
Am ong the mellow archives shall r e ­
sound
Prolific  with the notes o f  grand decay. 
( j ! now lor some enchanted Hy io n ’s pen 
On tit is, as on the Coliseum scene,
T o  trace another few immortal lines; 
Then generations yet unborn will view 
In mouldering and grey magnlficienee, 
T h e  crowning labor o f  a sleeping age.
— M A.XWHI.I, JIiWSON, ’oS.
liffcct of Lectures
As everybody knows, there are 
two kinds of lectures—good and 
bad. Bv good lectures is meant 
tiiose that are practical, inspiring 
and instructive; by bad lectures 
those that are absolutely meaning­
less and void of all good and potent 
results, it is useless to say that 
almost everybody has experienced 
such lectures as have been men­
tioned. The question, however, 
may be asked: How are we to tell 
beforehand whether a lecture will 
be good or bad? The answer is; a 
little trouble and a great deal of 
experience. We have to put our­
selves to the trouble of studying 
the lecturer’s character - "and bis 
type of lectures; we must know bv 
experience that his lectures are al­
ways good. Now, if we fail to do 
these two requisites, we shall find 
that our negligence will be harmful 
and hurtful. By wav of illustration, 
take some of the lectures we have 
bad at the University in the past 
two and a halt years. They came
oif as a matter of course. Nobody 
exerted himself or herself to attend. 
Now what may be the result of 
such a tiling? The result may be 
fatal, for a student may miss a lec­
ture which may be the means of 
making a man ofhim, or the means 
! of pointing out bis life work. 
Further, the students will cultivate 
a cold indifference for lectures, and 
it will be hard to arouse their en­
thusiasm. But, fortunately, the 
recent lectures have been of such 
an excellent type as to arouse the 
i students from their state of cold in­
difference and lethargy. Never 
before, in the past five or six years, 
have the students assembled in 
chapel as they have recently. It 
has been almost impossible to get 
standing room, for not only have 
the academic departments been 
represented, but all of the profes­
sional departments of the Univer­
sity as well.. Now they look for­
ward to lectures with great auxi- 
j ety and eagerness, for they feel as 
j certain as is possible, that they 
j will be inspired and instructed. It 
is the earnest desire of the students 
that future lectures will be of the 
same type that the last two or 
three have been.
F E B R U A R Y  2,j, iyo6
STijc p a s s i n g  o f a  [N o ta b le
C i i a s  A .  M a n n s
With a life well spent, with an 
everlasting monument erected in 
the hearts of his fellowmcn, anoth­
er soul has been taken from the 
| scene of activity to join in the mys­
teries of an unknown land.
It has been said by one poet that 
j there is no death, while other men 
| of equally great talent have said 
| that in the great cosmic dance life 
and death are equal partners. But 
! however valid or invalid these 
i statements may be, it is a fact, and 
! a sad one, that the great, the wise 
and the good beings must succumb 
j to the same decomposing forces as 
! the small, the unwise and the most 
worthless.
In the death of Paul Lawrence 
! Dunbar which occurred on last Fri- 
{Coulinucd on lil'tli page.)
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(irIjr assi 113 of a JCfotalilc
(Continued from tliird page .)
day at his home in Dayton, Ohio,
the race has lost its most famous
poet.
Born as he was at Dayton in 
1872, Paul Lawience Dunbar re­
ceived all of his school training 
there in the graded and high 
schools. On the completion of his 
high school education, he desired 
to enter college, but owing to his 
financial condition was unable to do 
so. Notwithstanding this fact, the 
works he lias given, not only to liis 
race, but also to the whole world, 
demonstrate that he was a man of 
broad education.
When a mere child, unlike other 
children, be did not care for play 
He devoted his time to reading, 
writing and debating in which lie 
is said to have excelled all of bis 
mates.
It was not in the school at Dayton 
that he learned the lessons which
tiladc him the articulate voice of he race. He looked upon the whole country around as his school 
house, and regarded the whole 
world as his workshop. No matter 
where he was, he brought himself 
into relationship with every living 
thing.
Although his initial fame was 
won through his wonderful mastery 
of the Negro dialect in verse, yet 
he was equally skilled in prose. Of 
the stories he has produced are: 
The Phanatic, Folks from Dixie,
'i he Uncalled, The Strength of 
Gideon, and The Love of Landry. 
His volumes in verse are: Lyrics 
of Lowly Life, Lyrics of the 
Hcarthside, Poems of Cabin Fields, 
L i ’l Gal, Candle Lighting Time, 
When Meliudy Sings, and Lyrics of 
Love and Laughter.
When one carefully studies the po 
etieal works of Paul Lawrence Dun­
bar, h e is forced 10 give great­
er credence to the adage, Pocta 
nascitnr non Jit.- 'Phis phrase may 
he appropriately applied to him. 
lie  was truly blest, in a very mark 
ed degree, with this rare gift-be­
stowed upon him by the Almighty.
l  CL a  u in t V It, KC31 1' V
The Lord giveth, and the Lord ! 
lakelh, so lie it unto Mini. Let 
all the world join in saying that 
the great Dunbar is not dead but 
sleepeth.
ISO  C I E T  I K S
E u i u -k a  i n  M o c k . C o n c k k s s  
The Mock Congress met in Room 
12 of main building last Friday 
evening at eight o ’clock. The 
session was well attended and full 
of interest. After- preliminary ; 
matters had been settled the re- j 
uiaiuiug time was given to free dis- j 
cushion in which many members 
participated but mostly republicans.
«  «  e
T hicological  L i t b k a k y  
The meeting of the Society 011 
Wednesday, 14th, was for the in­
stallation of the officers elected at 
the previous meeting. As usual 
the President delivered an inaugural 
address, and immediately utter did 
what was very unusual-- resigned. 
While the situation actually de­
manded such an act, Mr. -Tyler is 
to be commended for the magnani­
mous spirit which led him to give 
lip a position which doubtless he , 
would have filled with credit, and I 
to which lie was legally entitled, j 
but the holding of which would ! 
have caused a reasonable split in 
the society. The whole matter is 
10 be regretted, particularly as he 
is one of the best men in the de­
partment, and tne sympathy of up 
per classmen is given to him as the 
victim of an ambitious scheme by 1 
bis junior classmates, of which 
scheme it may he said he disclaim­
ed all guilty knowledge. All’s well 
that ends well: and the society will 
now resume the “ even tenor of its 
way,’ ’having taught a signal lesson 
to the Juniors which it is hoped will 
he used to good account.
■a »  »
Tint A l p h a  P hi 
On Friday of last week the Alpha 
Phi Society held its usual weekly 
meeting. Mr. Morrison, chairman 
of Henry A. Brown prize debate | 
committee, reported-that the neces !
5
sary arrangements are being made 
for the debate, which will come off 
March ifi.
The excellent program for the 
evening was the taken up. Mr. 
Bowler entertained the society with , 
two piauo solos. Mr. Overtoil in de­
livering his declamation gave us a 
little knowledge of his oratorical 
abiky. The paper read by Miss 
Slowe on education should the keen 
thought and high, literary ability ot 
the written Miss Baxter favored 
the society with a piano solo. The 
question: “ Resolved that a font- 
year preparatory training should 
he required of students entering the 
Theological, Law and Medical de­
partments,'’ was then taken up.
Mr. Fleming argued the affirma­
tive side; Mr. Lyle the negative, 
'flic- two Si. Louis hoys seem to 
have, the subject very well in hand. 
After the discussion by ilie two 
principal speakers, tlic subject was 
open for discussion by tlie house. 
Immediately after the discussion, 
Mr. Randolph, chairman of the 
Intercollegiate Debate Committee 
stated that all preparations have 
been made for the debate and that 
the disputants of said debate have 
begun to burn their midnight oil.
OBI IT A in
Mrs. (Hassell Ruddock departed 
this life, Tuesday Feb. 13 1906. 
The deceased was the beloved wife 
ot Mr. Edward Ruddock, formerly 
a student of the Preparatory and 
Theological Departments of How­
ard University, and who is now 
pursuing a course of study in the 
Drew Theological Seminary, Mad­
ison, N. J.
N O T I C E S
Regular meeting of the Alpha 
Phi this evening at 8:15.
Vesper Services as usual on Sun­
day at 4:30.
The Eureka meets in Mock Con 
gress this evening. All invited.
Rehearsal for Elijah Chorus this 
afternoon at 3 o'clock.
The Annual Informal Reception 
of the Council of Upper Classmen 
next Thursday evening.
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